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Curriculum Statement/Objectives 

At Fountains Primary School, we have designed and implemented four curriculums which encompass 

our Curriculum Design for our School.  This Curriculum Policy encompasses the Teaching and 

Learning Policy and outlines how our Curriculum has been designed, discusses the interventions in 

place and outlines any further action plans.  

 

Our curriculum objectives are: 

 All children will have equal access to an exciting, differentiated curriculum that prepares 

them life after school.  

 All children will be given opportunities to learn key skills at a level in which they can access, 

therefore becoming as knowledgeable as possible.   

 The curriculum will provide a stable and constant environment for all children 

 Our school values will underpin the whole curriculum, as they are generic skills that are 

essential to life, learning and work. 

 Our curriculum intent is to ensure that all children become as independent as possible.    

 

This bespoke offer ensures that we meet the wide range of learners we have in our school and 

supports their behaviour for learning. All of this careful planning and consideration for our 

curriculum has ensured that all of the children in our school, (despite their level of cognition) are 

provided with the opportunity to learn and gain a wide range of skills and knowledge to help them 

‘achieve their potential’ whilst preparing them for lifelong learning to help them further succeed in 

life. 

 

Curriculum Design and Intent 
Each of our four ambitious curriculums are designed to ignite curiosity and encourage a love of 

learning.  At the heart of each design is a clear curriculum vision for all types of learners. 

 

Within this ambitious curriculum design are enhanced enrichment opportunities and memorable 

moments, such as educational visits and theme days within school. These experiences excite and 

encourage life-long learners, building each child’s cultural capital. In addition to this and 

underpinning everything we deliver in school are our school values, which are centered on ‘Personal, 

Learning and Thinking Skills’. These skills are celebrated with all children and contribute to the 

children’s Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural Education. 

 

Early years Curriculum 

Under the Leadership of the Early Years Lead all children in Nursery and Reception, as well as some 

children in Years 1-3, follow a conventional Early Years curriculum. This curriculum is delivered with 

differentiated adult led tasks and child initiated learning taking place. These well planned activities 

match each individual child. This method develops each child’s cultural capital and the teaching of 

relationships, social interactions and culture. At the core of this is the ‘Unique Child’, who is 

constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured’ (EYFS, 2017). We 

ensure that all children experience the awe and wonder of the world in which they live, through the 

seven areas of learning.  



 

 

2 

The classes that follow the Early Years curriculum also follow an EYFS Long Term Topic Plan, with 

carefully planned Early Years sequential projects, lifted directly from the Cornerstones programme 

and then further differentiated by the class teachers.  Alongside this, is planned daily time for the 

teaching of Communication and Language, early reading and phonics, using the Read Write Inc 

scheme.   

 

Each child’s learning is assessed through Birth to Five Matters and progression recorded through a 

‘Learning Journey’. 

 

Functional Curriculum 

Some children with Moderate to Severe Learning difficulties follow a Functional Curriculum. These 

children are between years 1-6. This curriculum is largely based on the Cornerstones Curriculum (for 

which there is a middle leader in place to co-ordinate this) with each class following a carefully 

planned sequential Long Term Plan. This plan has a set of projects, lifted directly from Cornerstones 

and then further differentiated by each class teacher. As shown below each class has a set time for: 

Phonics; Maths; Project (incorporating English, Science, Art, D&T, History, Geography, Music and 

Computing); Swimming and PE; Forest Schools; RE; Languages and PSHE. All of these subject areas 

are assessed through Pre Key Stage Standards and end of year expectations with progression 

recorded through different subject specific books.   
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All ‘Cornerstones Projects’ have a corresponding lesson sequence. This carefully maps out the 

objectives and aims from the National Curriculum to ensure curriculum coverage. It also sets out the 

content of study and builds a coherent sequence. They have been designed to encompass 

knowledge and understanding of the world in which we live, and also the events that have shaped it 

in the past to make it what it is today. The topics have been designed to complement and build on 

one another with clear progression and links so that in subsequent teaching, the children will be able 

to explore concepts deeper, applying their knowledge in different contexts. The knowledge 

sequence provided through the cornerstones projects links to retrieval practice.  

This practice strengthens memory and makes it easier to retrieve the information later (Barenberg, 

Roeder & Dutke, 2018).   
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Alongside these ‘Cornerstones Project’, whose methodology is highly research led are other subjects 

which are also taught and delivered through an educational approach underpinned by research 

evidence.  

 

All Foundation subjects are assessed through the progression guidance implemented by Fountains 

Primary School, which end of year expectations from Year 1, this is called Standard 5. Progression is 

recorded through individual trackers which links to work in books. 

 

Engagement Curriculum  

Some children with Profound and Multiple Learning difficulties follow a sensory based Engagement 

Curriculum. These children are between years 1-6 and are not yet engaged in subject specific 

learning. These children experience a holistic curriculum, which is a sensory based approach to 

learning where subjects all intervene into one curriculum offer. This is a child centered approach is 

based on carefully planned activities, where some learning is teacher led but then also incorporates 

incidental learning. All of this learning takes place through experience and participation.  

 

Children who follow this curriculum have Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties. Therefore 

teaching happens continually throughout the school day, raising self-esteem through nurture and 

focusing on a sense of collaboration and belonging. Children who are taught through this curriculum 

have their progress recorded in their Learning Journal and assessed through the engagement steps 

profile using B Squared as the assessment tool to underpin this summative assessment. This 

framework is divided into key developmental areas which reflect the four areas of need listed in the 

“Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years”. These areas are: 

• Cognition & Learning; 

• Communication & Interaction; 

• Social, Emotional & Mental Health; and 

• Sensory & Physical. 

 

Children will not always work progressively through each step but experience and engage with skills 

across multiple levels, thus developing skills across multiple steps simultaneously. 

 

Autism Progress Curriculum 

Some children in school need to follow a Life Skills curriculum. These children are aged between 

years 4-6 and are mostly non-verbal children on the Autistic Spectrum. These children may still need 

to be, highly supported to live independently within the community, when they reach school leaving 

age. Therefore, we have created a curriculum that is well matched to these children’s learning levels 

but also prepares them for life after school.  

This Autism Progress curriculum has been produced by B Squared Ltd. in association with Scottish 

Autism, Autism Wessex, and the North East Autism Society. Autism Progress is designed to help 

educational settings:  

 Develop a deeper understanding of an how an individual’s autism affects them;  

 Profile the strengths and weaknesses of the individual;  

 Support their individual growth and development; and  
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 Demonstrate their personal development in relation to four key areas of development 

which are Communication, Social Interaction, Flexibility of Thought and Emotional 

Regulation.  

 

Within the structure of the classroom, there are symbolic play opportunities that directly link to real 

life community experiences that the children will face in life, such as ‘going to the dentist’ as well as 

an area where children are able to regulate their highly complex sensory needs.  

 

Alongside this, carefully planned activities give the children the chance to practice and develop key 

skills in English and Maths following the schemes and interventions used in the younger classes, such 

as Read Write Inc and Numicon. As well as this, pupils’ (where appropriate) will be taught 

Foundation subjects through the Cornerstones allocated topic.  

 

The development of communication in all of these youngsters is key to their Independence and a 

large part of this curriculum. The act of expressing information to, and receiving information from, 

the world around us. Individuals with autism may have difficulties expressing their needs, a delay in 

the development of language, poor comprehension or contextual knowledge, and/or repetitive use 

of known phrases. Development in this area is observed through the application of new skills 

relating to the:  

 

 Expression of information through physical function, cognitive capabilities and social 

awareness, e.g. fine motor control; understanding language composition and structure; or 

retaining attention.  

 Reception of information through physical function, cognitive capabilities and social 

awareness, e.g. sensitivity to external stimulus; contextual knowledge and comprehension; 

or responding to body language or intonation.  

 

Many individuals also have medical or cognitive conditions that affect their ability to communicate 

conventionally. There are a range of communication forms currently in common usage, and many 

new forms of augmentative and alternative communication have become commonplace due to 

advances in technology. We feel that focusing on the traditional areas of reading, writing, speaking 

and listening limited the identification of communication skills and therefore opted for the terms 

recorded receptive communication, recorded expressive communication, spontaneous expressive 

communication, and spontaneous receptive communication (respectively). 

 

Children who are taught through this curriculum have their progress recorded in their Learning 

Journal and assessed through the Autism Progress profiling tool. This summative assessment tool is 

designed for use across the classroom and has been developed by the assessment specialists B 

Squared, in collaboration with experts from three leading charities – Autism Wessex, Scottish Autism 

and the North East Autism Society. Experienced Special Educational Needs teachers, Speech and 

Language Therapists and Occupational Therapists have also helped to develop and finalise the 

content. 
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This tool helps to build a profile of a child through a set of progressive levels in the following areas of 

autism: 

• Communication 

• Flexibility of Thought 

• Social Interaction 

• Emotional Regulation 

 

In some circumstances a child may also have their progress assessed through the Pre-Key Stage 

standards. This approach ensures that every child is given a personalised approach to the curriculum 

and has the opportunity to access the learning and progress they need. 

 

For more information on this curriculum please follow the attached link. 

https://www.bsquared.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Autism-Progress-Guide.pdf 

 

 

Reading, Communication and Language, how it’s taught: 

At Fountains Primary School we aim to foster a love and enjoyment of reading which encourages all 

children to read regularly both at home and in school whilst experiencing a range of books from a 

wide range of genres and authors.  

 

All children are taught phonics/communication skills daily. Reading is taught through the Read Write 

Inc programme. This programme is a structured synthetic phonics programme that teaches both 

reading and spelling. The child progresses through the scheme according to their individual needs. A 

lot of revision and repetition is built in, as well as the application of phonic skills in all reading and 

writing. Research shows that children are best taught using this approach leading to better word 

reading, spelling and reading comprehension. (Johnson et al, 2012)  

 

We are very keen for all children to enjoy books and to progress as far as they are able to with 

independent reading. We teach reading using phonics and we have a well-stocked library with a 

wide range of books for children to browse and choose themselves. All children are able to change 

their books in the library on a daily basis at lunchtime, these books can be taken home and enjoyed 

with parents/carers. 

 

Some children will also receive a Read Write Inc (RWI) ‘Bag book’. This book will be matched to each 

child’s reading ability.  This is a finely graded approach to the teaching of the wider skills of reading 

and enables children to apply what they have learned in phonics lessons. These books also give the 

children a very meaningful approach to reading, using pictures, whole words and their own 

experiences.  

 

Every child in school has a reading book (library and or RWI) and therefore progress of their reading 

can be recorded in the home school diary, which has a reading record incorporated within it.  

Reading is regularly assessed and monitored by class teachers and the Lead Teacher for English. 

Parent Workshops on reading are offered at least every year, so that parents/carers can learn more 

about how to support their child with reading.  

https://www.bsquared.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Autism-Progress-Guide.pdf
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English is summatively assessed through the progression guidance implemented by Fountains 

Primary School, which uses Pre-Key Stage Standards and mainstream end of key stage 1 

expectations. Read Write Inc provides formative assessment from which teachers can plan a child’s 

next steps in reading. 

 

How Mathematics is taught: 

Throughout school, children use Numicon. The National Curriculum highlights the importance of 

fluency and communication in maths. Research conducted by Oxford University Press stated that 

97% of teachers’ surveyed (245 UK teachers in total) agreed that using Numicon improved a child’s 

use of mathematical vocabulary and language. It is also reported to improve a child’s confidence, 

fluency and versatility nurtured through a strong emphasis on problem solving. With Numicon, 

children are also using structured apparatus, every day, in practical ways.  

It also offers a multi-sensory approach to the teaching of Maths, providing children with a visual 

representation of numbers.  

 

Children who primarily follow the Functional curriculum are grouped according to their ability in 

Maths.  Alongside the Numicon intervention programme, all children follow the White Rose Maths 

scheme. This scheme has a clear research base and identifies that ‘effective early mathematics 

teaching strategies are playful not formal’ (Gifford, S. 2017) and that ‘the most effective early 

numeracy approaches include small group work’. (EEF 2018)  Effective questioning and substantive 

feedback are paramount in these sessions. This ensures that all learners make continual progress in 

their mathematical skills and understanding. Maths is taught in line with the school's long term plan.   

 

Maths is assessed through the progression guidance implemented by Fountains Primary School, 

which uses Pre-Key Stage Standards and mainstream end of year expectations from Year 1. This can 

be dovetailed with the White Rose assessment. Progression is recorded through individual trackers, 

which links to work in books. 

 

How Music is taught: 
Music is taught discreetly on a half-termly basis and pupils follow the ‘Music Express’ digital learning 

scheme. Music is an important part of primary education, and it can enhance children's knowledge-

learning, well-being and confidence. The scheme draws on the talents and skills of experienced 

music educators including: Maureen Hanke and Stephen Chadwick and offers exciting and diverse 

music lessons for all of our pupils. The content fulfils the requirements of the National Curriculum 

and is assessed using end of year expectations. 

 

How Computing is taught: 
Fountains School recognises that all pupils are entitled to a broad and balanced computing 

education with a structured, progressive, approach to the learning how computer systems work, the 

use of IT and the skills necessary to become digitally literate and participate in the modern world. 

Pupils have a discreet Computing lesson once a week where content is taught either in the school’s 

computer suite or within the classroom using different digital equipment and media. The children 
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follow the ‘iCompute’ scheme of work, which supports teachers to plan inspiring and creative 

lessons that provide full statutory coverage of the National Curriculum. 

 

How RE is taught: 

All of the children in our school, where appropriate, follow the Cornerstones RE curriculum which 

has been adapted to suit the learning needs of our pupils. The topics outlined in the Long-Term Plan 

link to significant festivals in the religious calendar and we enable pupils to have access to the full 

range of activities involved in learning religious education. All children experience educational visits 

to places of worship and handle the artefacts related to a range of faiths. All classes also experience 

a range of assemblies some relating to religious festivals. At Fountains Primary School, we also hold 

‘around the world’ days, which celebrate different customs and religions from a variety of countries.  

This merges well with the teaching of Languages, which encompasses elements of RE.  

For children who follow the functional curriculum, RE is assessed through the progression guidance 

implemented by Fountains Primary School, which uses end of year expectations from Year 1 

onwards. 

 

How Swimming and PE is taught: 

In PE learners will have the opportunity to explore Games, Gymnastics, Dance and different activities 

according to the National Curriculum guidelines. Children are taught fundamental movement skills 

alongside important social skills such as teamwork, communication and resilience through team and 

individual sports and games, learning skills attached to sports such as table tennis and archery. 

 

Some topics are based around the School Games initiative, which link to competitions that school 

enter. These sporting competitions run by the local Sports Partnership allow children at Fountains to 

represent the school where they may not be given the opportunity in a mainstream setting 

 

All children swim at least half termly, if not weekly. Most children swim in our school ‘hydrotherapy’ 

pool, teaching skills to enhance buoyancy and core aquatic skills and water confidence.  

Some children in Key Stage Two, who are more confident, are taken to the local leisure centre to 

receive school swimming lessons by their swim teaching staff. The more able of these swimmers are 

given the opportunity to learn key swimming skills like lifesaving and swimming with clothes on. 

 

How PSHRE (Personal, Social, Health, Relationships and 

Economic Education) is taught: 
The PSHRE curriculum is coordinated by a lead teacher. Our curriculum is the vehicle through which 

children develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and 

safe, and prepare for life and work in modern Britain and we understand its importance within our 

school curriculum. As such, PSHE is taught in a dedicated 1-hour session each week using a 

framework called Jigsaw, which is a mindful approach to PSHE.  Jigsaw PSHE is structured to provide 

knowledge and skills enhancing children’s lives within and beyond school. In terms of the ‘intent’ 

that Ofsted will be looking for, Lever (2019) says that the scheme of learning sets out a progressive 

and sequenced programme evidenced by the learning intentions written into all the materials.  



 

 

8 

The Jigsaw framework covers the 2020 DfE statutory guidance to teach children about relationships 

and health education in school. The Jigsaw programme is easily adapted to ensure that it meets the 

different learning needs of our children, ensuring each child benefits from a good PSHE lesson that 

will develop them as individuals.  “Jigsaw holds children at its heart, and its cohesive vision helps 

children understand and value how they fit into and contribute to the world.” (Happy Children learn, 

2019).   

 

How Languages is taught: 

All children are taught languages from years 4-6. The languages taught are delivered at a level 

appropriate to each class group and individual child. Each class is taught about six countries 

throughout the academic year, some of which correlate to the ethnicity within our own school. 

These experiences ensure that our minority groups feel valued. They learn the basic language of 

these countries such as: greetings; I like/don’t like; colours; numbers and the weather. As well as 

this, they learn and experience different customs and traditions such as:  clothes; songs; homes and 

the typical food. These lessons build each child’s cultural capital and give the children an opportunity 

to learn the basic language and culture of six different countries. 

 

Forest Schools: 

As part of our curriculum offer, all children at Fountains Primary School have a Forest School session. 

These sessions will be led or planned for by a qualified Forest School practitioner, providing a 

structured outdoor lesson which enhances our school curriculum.  As highlighted by the Natural 

Connections project* childrens’ learning in a natural environment had a positive impact on pupils 

with over 90% emphasising that children enjoyed lessons more; engaged better with the 

understanding of nature; improved their social skills and improved their health and wellbeing. 85% 

of children also demonstrated better behaviour when learning and completing activities in this type 

of environment. 

 

School Interventions: 

As Fountains Primary School is a special school we have numerous interventions running alongside 

our curriculum offer at all times. Some of these interventions are less formal and are personalised 

teaching strategies that work for individual children. Some interventions are more formal and 

comprise a whole school approach, such as using Numicon to support the understanding of 

Mathematics or Makaton to support the understanding of communication.   

 

Examples of some inventions used in school to enrich our curriculum offer are:  

• Picture Exchange Communication System, eye gaze, symbols and object of reference, 

blank level knowledge, switches, Story Massage, Read, Write, Inc and various online 

Apps to support communication and English  

• Lego Therapy, Mindfulness, Drawing and Talking, The HOPE Programme (Helping Our 

Pupils Emotions) to enhance our Well being offer. 

• 1:1 work and small group sessions 

• Input from Specialist Speech Therapists who give staff knowledge on how to 

communicate with specific groups/individual children 
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• Occupational therapists who are trained specifically in sensory integration and advise 

staff how to ensure children have the sensory feedback they need in their day to ensure 

that the child’s behaviour for learning is at an optimum. 

• Write Dance and Doh Disco to help with gross motor and fine motor as well as the Fitter 

Futures. 

 

Responsibility: 

This policy has been agreed and put together with the help of the wider Leadership team, staff and 

School Council. If you would like any additional information regarding the curriculum at Fountains 

Primary School please contact Mrs Nicola Price (Headteacher) on 01283 247600 or alternatively 

email enquires-primary@fountains.staffs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

*http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6636651036540928 
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