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Date – 22nd May 2026                             
Present – Catherine Hunter, Becky Wood, HC(Lobsters), EW (Rays), BS (Starfish), GM (Dolphins), TB (Penguins), CD, EF, CS (Octopus).
Apologies – AM(Seals), DW (Seahorses), OL (Fish), FD (Jellyfish), AM (Turtles),RT (Whales).
Agenda:
1. World Water Day
2. Battery Recycling
3. No Mow May
4. Plastic bottle tops 
5. Eco Code
6. UNICEF in Mozambique – Rights around the world. 
7. Eco-Schools accreditation
1. World Water Day – Review of Success
World Water Day was celebrated across the school and was described as an enormous success. Pupils wore their favourite blue clothing to symbolise water and raise awareness of global water issues. Throughout the day, pupils took part in a range of exciting challenges and activities, including workshops delivered by Severn Trent Water. These workshops helped pupils understand household water systems, water pollution, and the importance of protecting water resources.
Eco‑Committee representatives highlighted the importance of saving water, especially by turning off taps when not in use. Pupils shared positive reflections on the day and expressed enthusiasm for future water‑themed events.
2. Battery Recycling – New Initiative
An Eco‑Committee representative raised the issue of battery disposal after watching an informative Newsround report about the dangers of old batteries being thrown into general waste. The committee discussed the risks, including fires in bins and landfill sites caused by damaged or leaking batteries.
As the school did not previously have a dedicated battery‑recycling facility, the Eco‑Committee voted to introduce one. It was agreed that the battery recycling box will be placed in the Professionals’ Room, and representatives will report back to their classes to promote safe and responsible battery disposal.
3. No Mow May – School Participation
The school is proudly taking part in No Mow May, an initiative encouraging people to stop mowing their lawns—or even just a small section—to support wildlife.
Key points discussed:
· Even the smallest patch of long grass can provide vital food for bees, butterflies, and other pollinators.
· Reduced mowing saves time, money, and energy, lowers carbon emissions, and helps people reconnect with nature.
· Since 97% of flower‑rich meadows have been lost since the 1930s, gardens now play a crucial role in supporting biodiversity.
· With around twenty-three million gardens in the UK, the collective impact could be enormous.
The committee confirmed that a designated area of the school grounds has now been allocated for No Mow May. This area will be left unmown throughout the summer months to encourage biodiversity, support pollinators, and allow wildflowers to flourish.
4. Plastic Bottle Lids – SchoolCycled Programme
The school continues to actively collect plastic bottle lids through the SchoolCycled (MyGroup) campaign. Another full box has recently been collected, demonstrating strong participation from pupils and families.
The lids are exchanged for Earth Tokens, which the school can use to purchase recycled furniture. This initiative:
· Reduces plastic waste entering landfill and oceans.
· Helps pupils understand sustainability, pollution, and ecosystem protection.
· Strengthens the school’s commitment to circular‑economy thinking.
The Eco‑Committee will continue to promote the scheme to the wider community.
5. Eco‑Code Development
Representatives discussed ideas for this year’s Eco‑Code as part of the Eco‑Schools accreditation process. Pupils emphasised the importance of:
· Sustainability
· Recycling
· Protecting the environment
· Caring for the school grounds
A draft Eco‑Code will be developed based on these priorities and shared at the next meeting.
6. UNICEF in Mozambique – Children’s Rights & Climate Change (Updated)
The committee learned about Margarida, a fifteen‑year‑old girl from Mozambique whose education and safety have been severely affected by climate change. Her story helped pupils understand how environmental issues directly impact children’s rights around the world.
Recent changes in climate patterns have resulted in more frequent and intense cyclones in Mozambique. These storms have caused widespread damage to homes, schools, and community buildings, leaving many children without safe places to learn or live.
Fountain’s Primary School pupils reflected on how safe they feel in their own school environment and linked this to children’s rights and the UN Sustainable Development Goals—particularly Quality Education, Climate Action, and Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure.

7. Eco‑Schools Accreditation – Next Steps
The committee noted that the Eco‑Schools accreditation window is now open. Work will continue throughout the summer term to gather evidence, complete the Action Plan, and demonstrate the school’s commitment to sustainability.

The Eco-Committee’s next meeting will be held on Friday 10th July 2026
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